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PREFATOliY NOTE. 



This aiialysuj oJ' tlie le^nnU connected with the Coronation Stone was 
read by the author, as Senior Vice-President of the Society of Anti 
quaries of Scotland, at a Meeting of the Society held on the 8th of 
March last 

A limited impreBmon is n<nr published with Notes and Illus- 
trstioiw. 

Th« kttor consiBt of— 
I. The Cwmal&on Cliair, with the stone under the seat, as it is 
at pxesent seen in Westminster Abbey, en the 

IL The rerene of the Seal of the Abbey of Scone, showing the 
Scottish King seated in the Royal Chair, on Ms Kffe-page, 

III. Ancient Scone, as represented m the year 169S in Sleser's 

J^eainm ScdUm^ topmeiepa^ 1. 

b. Friar's Deii. 

c. Site of Abbey, 

d. PSIaoe. 

'-. Moot Hill, with the Church built in 16S4 upou it. 

f. Th«' river Tny. 

IV. Tilt- Coionation Chair as diewn by HoUinshed iu 1677, 

ptiijr 1 2. 

V. Coronation of Alexander III., from !] ■ MS. of Fonfnn, con- 

tained in i)w Iihrar\- of ('()ri)iis ( lni 'i (.'ollcj^p, Cainl)n<l^f. 
This is a MS. of tlif Scoticronicon, altered, interpolated, 
and continued by Bower, opposik loft'u di$anfHm m the 
Appendix^ j)tuft 47. 

so IkTKRI-KITH I{i>\V, KniNBDllOH, 

7Ut Juiif le^tf. 




The Prospect of the Hous 

a. Chantoruait. .. Site kf Ahbey. 

b. Friar's Den. J. Palace. 
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'ouse and Town of Skutn. 

t. MtKtT llti.1^ WITH THE Church built in 1624 upon it. 
/. The River Tay. 
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(HE Legend of the Coronation Stootb of Scotland, 
, formerly at Scono, and now in Westminster 
xVbbey, is iutiiuately comicctcd with the fabu- 
lous history of Scotland. The tale of its wanderings from 
Egypt to Scone, and of its various resting-places by tho 
way, is, in fact, closely interwoven with that spurious Iils- 
tory wliich, first emerging in the controversy with England 
regarding the independence of Scotland, wa.s ^Tought into 
a consiBtent narrative by Fordun, and finally elabomted by 
Hector Boece into that fonnidable list of mythic monarchs, 
who swayed the sceptre over the Soottiflh race from ''the 
Marble Chair" in. I>iiiista^age. 

The mists cast aiound the trae history of Scotland by 
this fictitious nacrative have now been, in a great measoie, 
dispelled. Modem criticism has demolished the iatty Idngs 
whose portraits adUxm the walls of the g^eiy in Holyiood, 
and whose speechea ate given at such weaiisome length in Ihe 
pages of Boece. But the legend of the Stone of Destiny, 
or Fatal Chair, has taken such hold of the Seotfciah mind, 
that it is less easily dislodged from its place in the receiTcd 
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history of the country ; and there it still stands^ in all its 
naked improbability, a solitary waif from the sea of myth 
and fable, with ^yhich modem criticiam has hardly ventured 
to meddle, and which modem soepticiEan baa not cared to 
question. It is still believed that the stone was peediaily 
comiected with the fortones of the Scottish race, that it 
was preserved for many generationB at Dnnstafliiage, and 
that it was transferred from Argyllshire to Scone in the 
ninth centuiy, when the Soots are said to have oonqueied 
the Pictish nation* 

But the histoiy with which this legend is comiected 
having now been rejected as unquestionably spurious, it is 
surely an inquiry of some interest to what extent any part 
of this legend is really historical, or liow far it must ahare 
the same fate. The popularly-received account of the 
stone may be shortly stated in the words of Pennant : — 
"In the church of the abbey (of Scone) was preserved 
the famous chair, whose bottom was the fatal stone, 
the palladium of the Scottish monarchy ; the stone^ which 
had first served Jacob for his pillow, was afterwards 
transported into Spain, where it was u-'ed as a seat of 
justice by Gethalus, contemporary with Moses. It after- 
wards fonnd its way to Dunstaflnage in Ai^grllshire, 
continued there as the Coronation Chair till tiio reign of 
Kennetii II., who^ to secure his emj^ie, removed it to Soone. 
^niere it remained, and in it every Scottish monarch was 
inaugurated till the year 1296, when Edward 1, to the 
mortification of Nortii Britain, translated it to Westminster 
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Abbey, and with it, according to aacient prophecy, the 
empire of Scotland.'" 

The latter part of this aeoomit u unquestionably true. 
It is true that such a stone was prawrved at Scone ; it is 
teue that Scofttiah monnrchs weie downed upon it ; and it 
is true that in 1296 £dwurd I. removed it to WestminBter 
Abbey, -where* it now is, and can be seen under llie seat of 
ihb Ooionation-Ghair. 

Foidun has left us a detailed aecoimt of the coronation 
of Alexander III. at Secme, in the year 1249. He did not 
live to oonlanue his historical narrative beyond the rragn of 
David I., but in the MR preserved at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, are the materials collected by him for ^e 
remainder of his history, in which this account is contained, 
and it kas been mtroduced, with some \ aiiaLiuns, by Bo\\ cr, 
in his continuation of Fordun's LibLuiy. It haa been little 
noticed by Scotti^ luBtorianB, and by those who do refer to 
it, very inaccurately represented, except by Mr. Robertson 
in his Scotland under her Early Kinns, who is always 
accurate ; but he. hiis taken his account irom Bower's altered 
version, instead of from the older form of it contained in the 
CSambridge MS. in order to follow the description, it will 
be neoessacy that I should first produce to you ancient 
Scone. 

The remains of andent QisoD», mask aa they are, arc all 
contained within tiie present park of the palace of Sccme, 
which extends along the east bank of the river Tay £rom 

1 Fmii's 2W in SBoOtmi, t«I. ilL, p. 116. 
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about a mile north of Perth for a considerable diatance. 
From tho river, the park extends with a gentle ascent 
towards the north and east, till it reach^ the road from Perth 
to Bridge of Ma. Through the south part of the pfurk, a small 
stream or bum flows into the Tay through a ravine called 
The Friars' Den, and on the north aide of this ravine were 
situated the old abbey and the royal city of Scone. The 
preBemt approach from Pefth, now called the Queen's Drive, 
dosBea this lavine hy a bridge, and enteia a broad tenace 
through a gate termed the Terrace Gate, till it reaches the 
north-east front of tilie present palace of Scone, sitiiated about 
300 yards from the Den. The present palace &ces the 
liver, which here runs in a south-easterly direction. About 
100 yards from the south-east comer of the palace is an old 
buiying-ground, and in 1841, in altering one of the terraces, 
the foundation of a small room or cell was foimd between 
the burying-ground and the palace, and within 20 yards of 
the former. It was surrounded by stone seats about 15 
inches broad, and might be from 10 to 12 feet in diraen^ 
sion. It was probably part of the abbey buildin^^. About 
70 yards to the north of this is an oval-shaped rising ground 
or hillock, called popularly the Moot Hill of Scone, and 
having on the top a flat area of alxiut 100 yards by 60; 
this was the ancient Mons Placiti of the Regiam Majes- 
taiem, and the ColUs Crediditaiis or Moimt of Belief of the 
Chronicles. About 200 yards due east of the north-east 
front of the present palace is an ancient gateway stOl pre- 
served, and 30 yards east of it stood an ancient cross, now 
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removed to anotiier site. From tliia gfttewny proceeded 
walla, built on the foundatioii of other walls, which seem to 
have e&doaed these posseesioiis of the abbej as well as the 
Moot HilL The sooth wall is on a line with the east wall 
of the bniTing-groiuui 

The ancient palace of the abbots, with the abbey and 
abbey church, was entirely destroyed by a mob in 1559, 
who set &e to I3iem, and burnt them to the ground ; bat 
there is Uttle reason to doubt that the present palace is 
built ou the site of the okl palace. The rebuilding of the 
palace was commenced by the first Commendator after the 
Reformation, the Earl of Gowrie, and extended and com- 
pleted by Sir David Murray, who, on the forfeiture of the 
Earl of Gowrie in 1600, received a grant of the lands of the 
abbey of Scone, which were erected into the lordship of 
Scone in 1605. This building was replaced by the present 
palace in 1803. In 1624 Sir David Murray took down the 
few ramaining fragments of the walls of the abbey church, 
and erected a new churoh on the top of the Moot Hill. The 
M gateway appeaia also to belong to his period. We 
know from tiie old descriptionB that the emUerkm lay on 
the north aide of the abbey, and between it and the Moot Hill, 
and that the abbey church was immediately west of the 
cmUenum, If the buiying-gionnd which is now found 
thero is the same as the old eimUerium, it would detetmine 
the site of the buildings ; but it contains no grayestones as 
old iiB the Reformation, and its site is inconsistent with the 
old descriptions, while the remains of the stone wall and scat« 
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seem evidently to have fonned part of the abbey buildings. 
The abbey was situated, therefore, in all probability, between 
the present palace and the old wall south of the ancient 
gate. On the north side of it, and almoBt mider the Moot 
Hill, was the cimiterium or burying-ground, and, at the 
west end of the cimUefum, the al>bey cfauich. Outside of 
this wall, and extending along the Friare' Den, was tihe 
royal dly of Scone, the site of which la marked by an 
avenue whieh atOl pieaerres the name of the Ghaator Qate» 
leading fi»m what is called the Gallows Knowe, at the south 
end, across the nmne^ till it roached the road leading to the 
old gate from the east^ which it joined 50 yards from the gate. 
Through this avenue proceeded the old road from Perth.* 

Fordnn's description of the coronation of Alexander 111. 
is as follows. After nariating the death of Alexander II. 
at Kerreray, on Thunsday, the 8th of July, in the year 
1249, he pi-oceeds thus: — * Alexander, the son of the 
^lfo^esaid King Alexander, a boy of eight years old, came 
to Seone witli a nnnilK-r of the earls, barons, and kniglita, 
on the foUowing Tuesday, the 13th of July. There were 

' "In cimiterio cx parte orientali ee- wlucb no Cenwle «m ndouttod. Thejr 

deaiiD."— Fordun a Hearne, toL liL 7M. alio mentioB Cbe vOta de Soma wad it« 

" Super montem ex parte boreali mon- tabema ami hAhcc ; and among the feu* 

Biterii ejuiidem extra cjmjterinni.''— u4cl righta granted after the Reformation U 

Plurl. Scot. L 210. one to " Peter Jak and Alisoun Scluirpe, 

In the chartnlaiy of Si oiu^ arc two his sjkxis, of that tenement of land apon 

viaitations of the monastery by the Bishop the »jui1i eist part of the oloHteinyail; 

of St Andrews in 1865 and 1889 (pp. 137- 13 April \bm, ' (p. 232). 

Itt), wUdi mtntiaii tJi* mtttta, Am In Sleaa'a TKtean»m SeotUs to « vieir 

elaitslrum, the dormitoriwnt, tho r<ifrr- of Sconr fTom tlio south, looking nortli, 

torium, the ct^^luaif the injirmitoriuin, which aliowfs the position of the buildings 

and the ddiiitMm MMunifni, iritluD foKMw 
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present the venerable fathers David de BtJinkam, Bishop 
of St. AndiewB, and Galfridus, Bishop of Dimkeld, a man 
gracious in many things both to clergy and laity, careful in 
things temporal and spiritual, one who showed himself 
amiahle to aU, both nobles and poor, but teniUe to male- 
fiutoia. Then was pnsent also the Abbot of the same 
numaateij of Soone; and, behold, as soon as they were 
assembled, theie axoee a great dissension among the nobles. 
Some of them wished not to make him king on that day, 
bat only a kni^t, saying that it was an unlucky day ; 
and this was said, not on account of the unlncky day, bnt 
because Alan Burwaid, at that time Justiciary of all 
Scotland, Avished to gird liiiii on that day with the knightly 
sword. To whom su])mitting, tlie Lord Walter Cornyn, 
Earl of Menteuth, a man eminent and pnulent in council, 
replied, saying that he had himself seen a king consecrated 
who was yet not a knight, and had often heard of kings 
who were not knights being consecrat<.'d, and added, sajdng, 
that a country without a king was without doubt like a 
ship in the midst of the billows without a rower or 
steersman. He luul also always loved the late king, of 
pious memory, and this lung on account of his £ftther* 
He proposed, therefore, to elevate this boy as speedily 
as ipOBsible to the thnme, as it was always hurtful to 
anangements already made to defer them. On his advice, 
the bishops and the abbo^ as well aa the nobles and the 
whole dragy and people, gave their consent and assent with 
one voice to his being made king. 



8 



THK OOBONATION STONE. 



* And it was doue that the same Earl Walter Comyn, 
when he heard this, and the whole clergy, the Earls 
Malcolm Earl of Fife, and Malise Earl of Stratheme, 
and other nobles uuitiiig with them, they immediately 
led the future King Alexander to the cross, which stands 
in ilie cimiterium or churchyard at the east end of the church ; 
and, having there placed him in the regal chair, decked 
with silk cloths embroidered with gold, the Bishop of St 
Andrews^ the othen assisting him, consecmted him king, the 
king himsdf sitting as was propeiv upon the regal chair — 
that is, the stone— and the earls and other nobles placing 
vestments under his feet, with bent knees, before the 
stone. This stone is reyerentlj presenred in that monas- 
tety for the oonseeration of kings of SooUaod ; nor were 
any of the kings in wont to reign anywhere in Scotland, 
unless they had, oil receiviug the name of king, first sat 
upon this royal stone in Scone, which was constituted 
by ancient kings the "sedes superior" or principal beat, 
that is to say, of All)ania. And, behold, every thing being 
completed, a (x'l-tain Scot(;h mountaineer, suddenly kneeling 
before the throne with bent head, saluted the king in 
his mother-tongue in these Scottish words — ^Benach de Re 
Alban Alexander, Mac Alexander, Mac William, Mac Hemi, 
Mac David, and thus, repeating the genealogy of the Scot- 
tish kings, leheaiaed them to the end.'^ 

* FMdnn » Houne, vnL iii p> 757. d«eriti(l«n. HeudtcttlMiiMCtiiigiolve 

Bower, in his contiuuulion nf Forilui), in the difficulty as to tlic kiiiglitiiig of th*' 

which the materials left by Fordon are kin^ bj the Bishop of 8t. AndreM-s both 

largely interpoUtedflufl greatly dtendtUfl luughting ud doimiiig him. Heiitlifn 
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Fordun's description is so graphic, we can almost picture 
the scene. A Scottish July day ; the cross in the cindUr 
Hum, ; before it the fatal stone, covered with gold-«m- 
bioidered doths ; upon it the boy-king ; at his side the two 
Bishops and the Abbot of Scone ; before him the great 
baroiis of Scotland, kneeliiig before the andfiDt aymbol of 
Soottiali sovereignty ; the eager Highland ^ennoG&y press- 
iiig forward to utter his bnrbaronB Celtic gottonls ; in the 
background the Mount of Belief, coyered witii a cnywd of 
people gazing on the solemn scene ; and in the distance the 
blue range of the Grampians* broken only by the pass 
through whidi the Tay emerges to pass before them on the 
west, and where the Abbey of Ihinkcid lies nestled, whose 
abbot, the founder or Stammmter of liis race, had, by 
his marriage with the daughter of the last kmg of Scottish 
race, j)lace(l his descendants in the " Mjuble Chair." 

The next coronation on the fatal stone was attended 
with more humiliating <-irf'nmst.ances. John Baliol was 
crowned at Scone, and immediateiy after his coronation did 

crowned and anointed, and haa Uie corona- fact knighted by Heniy, king of England, 

tion rath ailinitiLstt red to hini, "prius in 1251, and no Scotch king was actually 

Latino imtm Gallice ;" and after the crowned and anointed prior to David IL, 

ooronation heisladtotiw "dmttarinnif" wlio ms the first to nedve tiie mora 

and plac«il on the stone merely to rpoeiVe solemn iimtif^ration in consequence of an 

the addreas of the Highland Sennachy. application by Robert I. to the Pope. 

In ahort, he tHrimilatea the ooroiuitloa to The two descriptioin an placed in parftUel 

tliat of the Norman kings of England in columns in the apficndix, in order to show 

the choteb, and teduoealthe acene in the the extent to which these old writers fai- 

** eimiteriain" to n mun w mliig ee mno By . ttfled hlatory wlieii it tnltcd their porpoee. 

Those of our historians who have iioticfd AVe can only say thul in nmttcnt tourhing 
the coronation at all follow Bower in his the controTer3>y witli .Scotland, English 
tocription ; tmt AJemder me in ml writen wen equally unHrrtipiiloaa. 
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homage to the King of England m his over-lord. William 
Rishanger thus describes it in his Chronicle, written about 
1327 : — ' John de Balioll, on the following feast of St. 
Andrew's, placed upon the regal stone, which Jacob placed 
under his bead when be went from Bersabee to Haian, was 
soleiiixily crowned in tbe cburcb of tbe canons regular at 
Scone and tbeie is preserved a warrant by Edward I., by 
which, M OTei4oird of the kingdom of Scothmd, on the 
nanatiTB tiiat 'Dimcan, son and heir of the late Bancan, 
Earlof Fife^ wasnnder age^ and oonkl not perform a eerCain 
ftmcti«ni in the new creation of the King ci Scotland — that 
of placing him in his i03ral seat at Soone, incumbent upon 
him acooiding to tiie usage of die kingdom cf Scotland — he 
asngned to John de St John to place, in tbe name of the 
said hen:, John de Balliol, King of Scotland, to whom he had 
judicially restored that kingdom in his royal scat at Scone, 
according to the aforesaid usage.'- William Rishanger also 
records that Edward I., after he had overrun i>cotland in 
1296, on hjLS return from the north, ' pasaed by the Abbey 

' Jobannes de BkUiolo^ in feeto Suncti iooambitQt, at aocapima^ faciendn. N<w 

AndnMB sequenti, collocKtnfl snj^cr lupi- nolentM pnebto Dancano, alo infra aite* 

dem T^galem, quern Jacob Htipi>osuent tern et in custodia nostra cxlatenti, pneju* 

capiti 8110, Jiim irft de Beraabeo ct pcrgeret didnm in hac parte aliijualiUr ginerari, 

Aran, in ec<;l«;&ut Canoniconun Regnla- rationc minoris astatis cju-sikiii liieredis 

tioiii d«Sconc aolemniter ooraitttiir. (WilL a«%iwTisuii dilectum et fidelem nofltram 

Biabanger's Chronim d Annalr.^, p. 135 ) Johannrm de Raneto Johannc ; ad ponen- 

' Sciatia quod, cnm Ihincano tilio et dam, nomine ipsiua haaedh, dilectmn et 

haradi Dimcani, qtMntdam comttis ds Fif fidekm Doitnun JohnniMm de BalUoUo 

infra DC tatom ot in custmlia nostra cxis- regemScoti.T (rni reguum ilJud judicialiter 

tenti, quaidam c«rta offida, in nova rcddidimus) in ngiam aedem suam ajtud 

erwtkoe ngis Scotia;, de ponendo ipanm Scon* Mcandmn eomactadiiMiB fm- 

in n-giiiin Nt-iUtii Nuaiii, apml i^i'imo m - ilictani. Tr.itr rigi- ajuid Norham Xirf, 
cuodum coiuuctudincm dicti n^ni Scotiic, die Xovcmbris (liym. Feed. L 785. ) 
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of Scone, where having taken away the stone which the 
Kings of Scotland were wont at the time of tiieir coronation 
to use for a throne» carried it to Westminster, directing it to 
be made the chair of &e priest cdebnuit'^ 

Hemingfovd aay^ *At the Monasteij of 8oone vaa 
placed a laige stone in the church of God, near the great 
altar, hollowed out Eke a round chair, in which future kingiB 
were placed, according to custom, as the phice of their 
coronation.' And again, ' in returning by Scone [the king] 
ordered that stone, in which, aa has been sud, ihe kings of 
the Scots were wont to be placed at their coronation, to be 
taken and carried to London, a.s a sign that the kingdom 
had been conquered and resigned.*' 

Harding, in liis Metrical Chronicle, says — 

*' And as he Lvuiie honu' by Skooii away, 
The regal then: of Scotlaad thau he bruu^bt, 
And Mat il foitlie to WertmynatM for ay, 

' lu redoundo aatem, transivit per liant i>oiii loco corotutionJs sua; ct hoc in 

AbfatUiiam de Scono ; aln itibUio bpide edgnum regni conquMti et resigiuti (H«m. 

4|iio B«gM flMtoraui, tampara «oi«imp (fnm. T. L ppu S7-100). 
tionis, solebant uti pro tliroiio, u-M|tK> Td comjili tt' the eviJciue, luiioiig tlie 

WcatSMnaateriamtnutstulitUlaiu, jubexis king's jpwols which wen ia the caotleof 

iodfl iui odehnatlBBi mOuittm cmv- Edinburgh in 1290, ma ** no* patn 

dAtmn (WBI. BialL CArak, ^ 16^ .magna snper qnam Regea Scotis solebant 

ooroiwri''<Cliiliii«n'CbZed. vol L p. 468) ; 

' Apiidlfaatgkiifnaid«8o«iMpiNitw and ia Um watdnilM accoanti of Edtratd 

ent porgran&iB wdeaia Dd, Juxta I. for x,D. 1800b ia • pajrment " Magintro 

magnum altaro, concavus quidem ad Waltero Pictori, pro raatubtia et exiiensia 

modutn rotundft cathednc confcctus, in per ipeum [m:tu circa uuum graduin 

qoo fatnri ngaa beo quai cavenationis flwdaadtt w ad pedem nore Oathfldrs in 

poDebantur cx more. qua yH-tra Scocie rppcmitnr jnxti aUan> 

In redeondo per Scone, prtecepit toUi ante feretrum Sancti Edwanii in Ecclesia 

ciLandoBliaaaiiai^lqfidMiiflliiin, iaqiw, AVfaatit WaatBonaitcr/ (ZiA. Ckm^t Kd* 

Qt wagn dictoB cat^ ngm fleotanim aole- waid 1. ft. 60.) 
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To ben ther ynne a chayer clenly wrought, 
For mme prates to ntte jn whan heiii ought, 
WUche yit is there atondyng beside the tbijne^ 
In a ebaier of oUe tyine made M fyne.*^ 




HiiiiinHiiiriiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiniitiHiHiiiiMiiiinuuiiiiiiiiiiHii 



The Scotch chzonides all agree in aaaertiiig the same fiict 
So much of the legend being unqaestumably true, let ns 
see how &r the eariier part of the tale wiQ bear the test of 

ATamifiatinn. 

Starting with the stone at Soone in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, and playing its traditionary part in the coronation of 

the kings, let us trace its history back, examining the form 
of the legend at each stage of our progress. We may take 
Hector Boece as giving it in its latest and fullest form : 
Boece's history was \\Titten in 1527, and in 1531 it was 

1 MS DM. Slid. B. 10. The figure of the chair whkh follows is firam UoUiu- 

shcd'a Chronicles, London, 1577. 
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traualated by Tohn BeUenden, Archdean of Moray, which at 
once made his fabulous biatoiy funiliar to the Scottish mind, 
80 that it was aoon accepted as the pcqpnlar belief of the 
eountrjr, while the polished latinity of Buchanan commended 
it to the &your of the learned. Boece'sstoiy is shortly this: — 
' GathduSy a Greek, the son dtiier of the Athenian Ceciops 
or the AigiTe Neolus, went to Egypt at the tame of tilie Exo- 
dus where he married Scota, the daughter of Fhaiao^ and 
after the destruction of the S^yptian army in the Bed Sea, 
fled with her by the Mediterranean till he arrived in Portin- 
gall, where he landed, and founded a kingdom at Brigautiuin, 
now Compostella. Here he reigned in the niarbile chair, 
which was the "lapis fatalia natliedne instar," or fntal stone 
like a chair, and wherever it was found portend ( 1 kingdom 
to the Scots. In after ages it bore the foilowiug inscrip- 
tion : — • 

Hi Calkt fotnm, Sooti, qnoeanqne locotam 
InTenient kpidem, ngnan tenentor ibidem. 

which Bellenden thus translates : — • 

Tlie Scottis sail brwkc that rcaline m native grouiul, 
Geif weirdia fiiill noclxt, ({uiiairvvex tJiis chaii' is fi>niid. 

Simon Brech, a descendant of Gathelus, brought the chair 
from Spain to Irdand, and was crowned in it as King of 
Ireland. 

FeigaSfBon of Ferchard, was first King of the Scots in Soot- 
landy and brought the chair from Irdand to Argyll, and was 
crowned in it He bnilt a town in Argyll called Beregonium, 
in which he placed it From him proceeded forty Idngs of 
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Sc(jtiaud. The twelfth king, EvcniLs, built a town near 
Beregonium, called after his name Evonium, now called 
Ihinstaifnage, to which the stone was lemnvprl, and the re- 
mainder of the forty kings are all crowned in Dunstafinage, 
reign there, and are buried there.' In Boece it is usually 
called Evonium, but Bellenden invariably substitutes Dun- 
staffiiage, and tiraa it became funiliar to the Scottish mind 
as ihe andent capital of the Scottish kingdom, and tJie i^ace 
where tiie &tal stone was kept 

' The Scots aie expelled to Iieland mider the last of the 
forty kings, but return imder his nephew Fergus Mae Ere, 
who is crowned in the marble chahr. He builds a elmreh at 
Ioiia» and oommanda it to be the sepulchre of the longs in 
future. 

Kenneth MacAlpin, the List of these kings, conquers the 
Picts, and brings the fatal stone from Argyll to Gowry, and 
places it in Scone, because it was there that his principal 
victory over the Picts had taken place. Some say that he 
then caused the verse to be inscribed on the stone beginning 
"Nifallutfatum."'' 

The forty kings are purely fabulous, but witli Fergus 
Mac Etc the stream of fictitious nanative flows into that of 

' Bocthii Stotorum Hist., «1. 1527. instar," or oa "in formam Catbcdrte de- 

Bellendeu's CroniklU of the Scots. cisnm ;" but never that it waa enclosed in 

Buclianan aiMs to tliin acconnt, that a rhair, as it afterwards was at Wt-at- 
when Kenneth mac Alpin bronght the stone minater. It is temarkable that while 
toSaaiiie,lui>lMflditt]i«n**l»eatkcdniB Hemmglbid oJIt the itoiie wUdi mm 
ligneum inchisiim hut this is roritmry carried off " pergrandiB," rikI in the in- 
to the exprossions of the older writeni, vcntoiy it ia called " una magna petra," 
wlip dMetibe tlie atone m ** CfeihednB tb* juramit atom andoawt in Ui* comiM* 
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history, for he is the first of the historic kings of Dakiada 
who founded the Scottish colony of Argyll in the aizth eemr 
taxy ; and the historic kings of Dabiada are now inter- 
woven with fiddtions monaieha in Boece's tale. It is remark- 
able that when the historical element enten^ Bimatafinage 
disa^eais^ and Icolmkill or lona takes its place. 

A centurj and a half earlier Fordnn states the legend 
thus : — ' Neulus> a Greek, has a son Gaythelus, who goes to 
Egypt, mazries Scota, daughter of Phatao, king of Egypt, 
and leads the remnant of the people who were not drowned 
iu the R<h1 Sea tlirough Aliica to Spain. One of his 
descendaiiLs, a king of Spain, has several sons, and sends 
one of them, Simon Brec, to Ireland, to whom he gave 
" Mamiorca Cathedra," the marble chair, diligently and 
carefully sculptured by ancient art, on which the kings 
of Spain, of Scottish race, were wont to sit. This stone 
or chair he places in the most eminent place of the 
kingdom, called Themor, which became the royal seat and 
principal place of the kingdom of Iiehind. He adds» that 
of the origin of the stone there were two accounts : one, 
that QaylheluB brought it from £|g3rpt; the odier, that 
Simon Biee having cast anchor on die shore of Iiehmd, 

tion chiiir at Westminnter meMures only wMto marble on fire iUfa, and with no 

2S inches in length by 16 j inchw in earving or omamcBt, bat ft fa bdiered 

Inreadtb ami 10| is depth. The i/iir- that at coronations it waa covered with 

morne StiM, or marble chair, in which platca of gold. The Scotch stone may 

Ciiarlemagiic is said to have sat, and the huvts been similarly raised, and the seat 

Iinperors of Germany were at one time alone token to England, and inserted in 

crowned, is still prr served at Aix la * the wooden cbair made Edward I. 
Chapelle. It is a plain heavy scat of 
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and again weighed anchor in consequence of a storm, 
raised, with his anchor, a stone of marble, cut in the 
shape of a chair. * Fordun then quotes the prophecy, Ni 
fjcdlat fatum,** and adds that Fergus, son of Farquhar, 
when he led the Scots firom. Iieland to Scotlaiid, brought 
^th him the royal chair out out of maible stone, in whidi 
he iTBB Gxowned first king there by the Seots ; after whose 
example the socoeedingknigB received the riteof coronalionin 
the same chair.' Fordun does not saj how it came to Boone} 
The " Chranicon ByUunienm," which may be dassed witii 
Fordun as an authority, gives the same account^ stating, 
however, that Gaythelus brought the stone, which it calls 
'* lapis Pharaonis," or Pharao's stone from Egypt, and applies 
to it the epithet of " aiichora vite," probably the origin of For- 
dun's second account that it was raised with the anchor. 
In stating that Fergus brought the stone to Scotland, the 
word Ergadia is substituted for Scotia ; and in the later 
edition of this chronicle, after stating that the subsequent 
kings were crowned upon it, the line is added — 

Ut Soanft teibtiiT wqiie time Ivgn »te locMtar.* 

Neither Fordun nor the "Cronicon Rythmicum" know 
anything of Duustaffuage as the place where the stone was 
kept in Arg} ll ; and the former mentions it only as a strong- 
hold of tlie Lords of Lorn in the reign of Il()l)ert the Bruce. 
Neither do they know anything of the removal of the stone 
by Kenneth mac Alpin to Scone in the ninth century ; and 
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Fordmi, who gives his reign in great detail, makes no 
allusion to it 

It is remarkable that the two features of the legend to 
which popular bdief has ehmg with greatest tenacity — viz. 

that the stone was kept at Dunstaffnage, and that it was 

removed from thence to Scone by Ken:ieth mac Alpin wheu 
he conquered tlie Ficts---rest upon the statement of Hector 
Boec;c alone, and are totally unknown to the older authoritiea. 

Wyntoun, thousjh his dat^:^ is later than Fordun, maybe 
con.siden^d as an independent authority, and follows more 
closely the older chronicles. He begins his account with the 
King of Spain, who sent his son, S}nnon Brec, to Ireland. 

A gret Stene this Kjnig than had, 
That flirt' this Kvngia Setc wes maJe ; 
And haldyne wee a grel Jowale 
Wytht-in the Kynrj'ke of Spajme hale. 

This stone he takes to Ireland, and 

Tharo lie uiade a gret Cyti, 

And in it syne that Stane gert h6 

Be set, and haldyne for Jowale, 

And CbBJtjT of tbat Kynryke ImIa 

Fo^gw Eve ton fin hjin i^ne 

Down diBoendand ewyn tw lyne 

In to tlM fyre ind fjtlj €M, 

As ewyne recknand men may »6, 

Brought this Stane wytht-in Scotlajul, 

Fyrft qnhen he come and wane that Land ; 

And fyrat it set in Ikkolmkil, 

And Sknne thare-eftyr it vna brought tyle.' 

' Wyntoon't Chromde^ B. 111. c. ix. 
B 
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The main difference here is that the stone is brought 
from Ireland to Boodand, not by the mythic Fergus^ son of 
Ferqnhatd, hat by the historic Feigns, son of Ere; and» 
instead of being placed by tfaefotmer in Aigyll, is placed by 
tlie latter in Icolnikill ; but he too says nodiiiig as to vhen 
the sttme was brou^^t to Scone, and does not allude to it 
in his account of the reign of Kenneth MacAlpin. 

W'c have a still older form of the legend iii the Scala- 
cronica, the compilatiou of which was completed in the 
yeiir 1355. In this chronicle the legend begins with 
bimon Brec, the youngest son of the King of Spain going 
to Ireland, * who brought with him a stone on which the 
kings of Spain were wont to be crowned, and placed it in 
the most sovereign beautiful place in Ireland, caUed to this 
day the Royal Place, and Fecgus, son of Ferchar, brought 
the royal stone hefoie received, and placed it wheio is 
now the Abbey o£ Scone. *^ 

By Feigus* son of Ferchar, it is obvious, from the list of 
his suGcesBora* that the historic Fergus, son of £rc» is here 
meant 

Blind Hany, the minstrel, in his metrical life of Sir 
William Wallace, obviously gives the legend in the same 
fonn. In talking of the coronation of John Balid, he 

The rrown lie took upon the self-mine stane, 
Tliat Gtidales sent with liin mn from Spain ; 
Wheu Iber IScot tiret iuto Ireliuid come, 
At Canmor syne Siiig Forgot lam H won. 



^ ChronicUM of the PuU and Scots, p. 196. 
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firmiglit it to floon^ and atable mtde it then, 

Where kings were crowned eight hTinilrct^ yean and mair. 
Before the time that King Edward it fand, 
This jewel he gart htrse into Englanil,' 

By Canmor, Hjirry means Teamor, the Thcnior of 
Fordun, the Royal Place of the Scakicronica in Ireland, 
now called Tara ; and if it had been more than 800 years at 
Scone when Edward took it in 1296, it implies that it was 
placed there in the fifth century, the time when these 
cHronides bring Fergus Mac £rc &om Ireland to Scotland. 

IcolmkiU ^erefoie now drops out of the legend as 
well as Argyll, and the atone is brought direct from Taia 
to Scone, and placed there hj Fergos bimaeli We also 
bear no more of the prophecy, "Ni fiUlat fatom,*' for whicb 
let na be thankful. 

The only oihet menlion of the legmd, and the oldest I 
have been able to find, is by Baldred Bisset, in his document 
called " Processus Baldredi contra figmeiita regis Anglic," 
compiled in 1801, and lie makos very short work of it 
indeed. * Tlio daughter of Phai-ao, king of Egypt, with an 
arnicd band and a large fleet, goes to Ireland, and there 
being joineti oy a body of Irish, she sails to Scotland, tak- 
ing with her the royA scat which he, the King of England, 
with other insignia of the kingdom of Scotland, carried with 
him bj violence to England. She conquered and destroyed 
the PictB and took their kingdom; and from this Scota the 
Scots and Scotia are named, according to the line — 

A nudien Sooto Toditatur Seocia tota." 
> WaDaM^ a I. e. iv. t nib naimiae Pbanottb ngii fglptl. 
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It IB ramarkable tiiat prior to Baldied not a trace of tlie 
legend is to be found in anj of the older cfaionides. He is 
abeolntelj tiie first who mentions it. 

Another fiict is even more remarkable. Baldred Biaset 
was one of ibe commissioners sent to Home to plead ihe 
cause of the independence of Scotland before the Pope. 
A paper was prepared by the Scottish Government, called 
" Instnu'tiunes," containing an elaboratt' .stat«'moiit of the 
grounds on which the chiim for in(U'])en(lence was based, 
and what Baldred did was to convert these " Instrnetione.H" 
into a kind of memorial, which he termed " Processus." 
Now, in the " Instructiones," on which the " Processus" 
was based, there is not the slightest allusion to the coro- 
uation-stone or its legend. The parallel passage is this — 

'The ancient people of tlie Scots, thus called after Scota. 
daughter of Pharao, king of Egypt, went from Eg\ pt, and 
first occupied Ireland; they occupied, secondly, Argj'll in 
Scotland^ and having driven the Britons oat of Scotland, the 
part of Britain thus occupied wsa called by them by the 
new name of Scotia, from that first Scota, Queen of the 
Scot8» according to the line — 

A onillm Seoto vodtatiw Seoti* tola 

What Baldred did, then, was to make Scota herself lead 

cum arnuta numa et maxinw claa»e na- tauit. I|«a deuicit et deyecit Pictoa, et 

idamt vpfii»$Slt in. Hibenit. FKMliei, MignomipaiiiDoMiiniit; lesbiiiMSeota, 

aamunptis quibusdam HiVmin's, in Sco- ScotietScociannnctipantnr. Undc w rstts; 
etam naui^oit, deferens secum sedile " A. muUm 8ooU Tociutnr scosiA UM." 

nghnn. quod tats nxAnglie, inter eetm Chrmielaofae PUtt ami Scots, ^. m. 

regni 8co<k' iiinipiia, socnin pi^r viult-n- 

ciam de regno Scocie iu Angliani aapor- ' Vhronicleso/Ui€Pid»andiicots,^%4H. 
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the Scots to Scotland— to leave out the expulsion of the 
Britons ; — and to mteipolate two passages — first, that she 
biou^t the fatal stone with her ; secondly, that she henelf 
ccmqaeied ihe PictB» who, in a pievious passage he saja, 
had driven ont the Britons, and taken their kingdom. 

Baldied's object was to present the aigument for the 
independence of ScotUind as fotciUy as possible. The 
derivation of the kingdom from the Scots, and their pro- 
gress fixnn Egypt through Spain and Ireland to Scotland, 
was the tale opposed to that of the King of England, 
by whom the kingdom of Scotland was derived from 
Albanactus, tlie youngest sou of Brutus, the Ej^onj/mus of 
the Britons, while that of England was derived from 
Locrinus, the eldest son. Both talcs were Bori«>usly put 
forwai-d and seriously ai-gued, as if they possessed a vital 
bearing upon tlie controversy, and it seems to hnv(> occurred 
to Baldred that he would strengthen his argument if he 
made the Spcnyma of the Scots, Scota herself, bring the 
coronation-stone, which Edward I. liimself, liy removing 
it to England, had recognised as symbolical of the Scottish 
monaidiy, with her in his wanderings. By finding it 
necessary to make her conquer the Ficts and take their 
kingdom, it is plain diat he only knew of Scone as the 
place where the stone had been for time immemorial ; and I 
venture to suggest that we owe the origin of the legend 
entirely to the patriotic ingenuity of Baldred Biaset. 

Qnoe suggested, it was eagerly caught up and applied 
to the Scottish fable in its different stages of development 
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Scota first brings it direct to Scone. It is then identified with 
the Lia Fail or Irish stone atXaca, and brought from thence 
to Scone by the historic Feigns^ when the petty kings of 
tihe first colony of Dalriada were magnifit r| into the true 
IdngB of Scotland. Then it rests at Icolmkill by the way. 
Then, wlieu Fordun pushed back the airival of the Soots 
f(Hr many centuries^ it is hrcraght to AigyE hy the mylhic 
FeiguB, son of Ferchord, and the prophecy ** ni faUat fatom," 
&e. added to it Then, when the forty kings were elaborated, 
it is placed in Dunstaffiiage, and said to have been trans- 
fened from thence to Scone by Kenneth MacAlpin, when he 
conquered the Ficts in the ninth o^tuiy ; and thia is the 
latest form of the fable. 

The Irish legend of the origin of the Lia Fail, or Irish 
coronation-btouc at Tara, is very diilercnt. It is contained 
in an old Irish tract termed the Leahhar Gabhala, or 
Book of Conquests, and is to this efiect : — Ireland was 
occupied by dilierent colonies before the Milesians took 
possession of it. The monarchy was founded by the 
colony of the Firbolg, who divided Ireland into the five 
provinoes, and established Teamar or Taia as the chief 
seat The colony which followed them, and immediately 
preceded ihe Milesians, was that of the Tuatha De JDanaan 
who came from the land of Lochlao, where they inhabited 
four dtiesi, called Falias, Qoriac^ flnias, Muriaa. From 
thence they went to Scolland, bringmg with them from the 
four dtiesy four precious articles. ¥iam Falias they brought 
ihe Lia Fail, which had the property of sounding under 
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each king at bis electioii if he was the rightfbl king and 
not a lumper. From Goriaa, they brought a sword ; from 

Finias, a spear ; and from Miirias, a cauldron. They re- 
aidiued iu Scotland seven years, mluibiting a district called 
Dobhar and Tardohhar and then went to Ireland, where, 
after nine reigns, they were conquered by the Milesians.' 

It is somewhat remarkable that while the Scotch legend 
brings th<! stone at Scone from Ireland, the Irish legend 
brings the stone at Tara from Scotland. The two legends, at 
all events, arc quite antagonistic to each other, and there ia 
one historic fact certain as to each. — ^Fiist^ the Lia Fail, or 
Irish stone, did not leave Tara, Imt was still there in the 
deventh century ; and, aeeoudly, ('e Scotch stone was not 
in Argyll during the ezisteneeof the Irish colony of Dalriada^ 
nor was used in the inauguration of their kings. The first 
appears from this, that the Irish tianslation of Nenniiia, 
mads in the eleventh centmy, has appended to it a list of 
the MirabiUa or wonders of Erin, among which are tiie three 
wonders of Teamar or Taia ; and the third is " the Lia 
Fail, or stone which sounded nnder every king whom it 
recognised in the sovereignty of Teamar." Another version 
says " there is a stone at Temhar, viz. the Lia Fail, which 

* The tnirt callc*! tlu' LtahharOahhala, modrrn rdition liy tlie O'Cleiys in tho bo- 

a book of conq^uesta, is preaerred in aeveral ginning of Uie seven teenth ceotaty. There 

of tte audttit Iridi HB8. Tbmt us ia, it b lidieTed, a prospect of tbla tnet 

fragment in the Ledbhar na huidhri of being pabliahfJ, collated with the older 

cMva 1100 ; so editaon in the B«ok of editions, but the subatance of it will be 

Lefauter of dna 1190 ; one in ths Book fimd fiurly enough repreacntcd in Keet- 

of Bellymoto of 1380 ; and two in Qm fag'e Hlrtoiy «f Iielead. 
Bookof Leaceinof 1418. There ise more 
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uaed to aound under the fert of every one that aasumed the. 
Hngdom of Erin.' Petrie, in hk Antiquities of Tam EiU, 
quotes other old docaments to ehow that the stone stall 
lenutined there.* The second fact is shown by the account 
given by the biographeiB of St. Columba of the inaugura- 
tion of Aidan as King of the Scots of AigylL The ac- 
count is given by two of the succeasotB of St. Colmnba — 
Gamine the White, who was abbot from 65^ to 669, and 
Adomnan, who was abbot from 679 to 704. 8t. Columba 
bad obtained at the Council of I|fimceat the iiKlependimce 
of Scotcli Dalriada ; and if ever tlicre waa an occasion on 
which the Stone of Destiny might ))e expected to play a 
prominent part, it was in the solemn rite by which St. 
Columba constituted Aidan king, in obedience to a divine 
command declared in a vision, and accompanied by a pro- 
phecy regarding his succe^ors. He ordains him by placing 
his hands upon his head, blessing him, using what Adomnan 
calls "verba ordinatiouis;" but, throughout the whole de- 
scription, there is not a single allusion to the Fatal Stone.* 
The kte Dr. Joseph Robertson suggested an ingenious 
theory, hy which he endeayoured to reconcile the non- 
appearance of the stone in the inauguration of the Scottish 
Kings of Dalriada with the legend which makes Kenneth 
mac Alpin bring the stone from Argyllshire to Scone in the 

* Mih Verdon of tiU ffittoria BH' « Ciuiiiii«'t ViL CUitmiw, Oftp. T. 
tonum of NeoniiM. — Ir. At, Society, apud Pinkerton's V!t. Antiq. S.'?. Srotitr, 
1848^ p. 201. p. SO i Adomoan's Fit, S. Columba, R. 

* Tt/tm on ih* flSdory and AnHqui' iSLcv.^. 197-S01, liMm*«dit, DnUin, 
tie* of Tara ffUl.—Tnm*. Rsfal Inth 18C7. 

AcmL, v. xviii. pp. 2, 160. 



THK OOBONATIOK 8T0KK. 



35 



ninth century, and liia suggestion has been adopted by 
Dean Stanley in his Memorials of Westminster. He sup- 
posed that the stone may have been the same which Adom- 
xian records of St. Columba that he used for a pillow, while 
a stone slab formed his bed, and that it was brought by 
Kemieth to Scone, and there first used as a coronation- 
stone ; but I think this is one of the rare oocadons in which 
his acutenesB and sagadty were at fimlt His aigoment 
maj be shordjr stated thus : — 

Both Gamine and Adomnan speak of a stone at lona 
which had been used by St Coltunba as a pillow, and on 
which he rested his head in his dying hours, and the first 
shape in which the legend of tiie stone of Scone meets us is 
as the pillow of Jacob. When Jacob slept on his stone 
pillow, he had a vision of angels ascending and descending. 
Columba had a ^^sion of angels before his death. The 
Pictish Chronicle records that Kenneth mac Alpin, in the 
seventh year of his reign, transported the relics of St. 
Columba to a church which he built, and it was on the 
banks of the Tay, as we Icam from another source. It is 
immediately after Kenneth's reign that we find Scone dis- 
tmgoished as a royal city, the place where a National 
Council or Assembly met in 906. Therefore the stone 
pillow may have been among the relics which Kenneth 
transported to a church on the banks of the Tay ; Scone 
may have been that church, and it may have been subse- 
qu^tly used as the coronation stone.' 

> Detn Stankgr't RiMoiieai MemorkOi ^ ITatou'iMlfr AWy, p. 496, AtipenduL 
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This theory is put together with much ingenuity, but it 
will not bear examination. 

At the very outset tliere is a fatal objection to it. The 
coronation stone, when examined by Professor Kamsay 
proved to be a small block of red sandstone, and he reportB^ 
on the authority of Mr. Qeikie, that the rocks of lona con- 
But of a flagg}^ micaceous grit or gjH&BB, There is no red 
eandatone on it"^ Thifi drives us to the neoesmty of st^ 
posnig that St Cdiunba did not use one of the stones on 
the island for his pillow, but bfought one of red ssndstone 
from a disfcsace. Further, it is no part of the Scotch legend 
that the stone at Boone was Jacob's pillow. It is not stated 
by any Scotch document, but solely by the English chro- 
nidera, and we lesm from Adomnan that the stone "fSHlcfw 
used by St. Columba was placed as a monument on his 
grave, and remained so at the time he wrote. It seems 
unlikely that Kenneth should, 200 years after St. C\)luiuba s 
death, have removed the niunument on his grave, and made 
it his coronation stone. Fuitbcr, it is hardly correct to 
say that we learn from another souice, that the church 
Kenneth built was on the banks of the Tay. The source 
referred to is a Saxon document compiled not earher than 
1058, giving the localities in England in which the relics of 
eminent saints were placed. It makes no reference to Ken- 
neth whatever, but simply says that St Columcylle (i.e. his 
relics) reposes at Duncacluui, on the riyer Tay.' Duncachan 

'Dean SUnl*'y, MmtfHah Wm/L- translatwlliy him— "Sanctiw Columryllt 
muuter AVbqf^ y. 450. requiescat in loco dicto Dnncacluui juxta 

« m0lm.ii.n7. TiMiMMBgeitfbiia lIunc&TNL" 



Digitized by Google 



THB OOBOKATTON BTONS. 



S7 



18 supposed to be miswritten for Dunkaldan or Dunkeld, 
audit is certain tluit Dunkeld was dedicated to St Coliim1)a, 
and that lelics of St Columba were pieaenred theie as lafce 
as 1500 ;^ but there is no trace of anj dedication to St 
Odumba at Soone, or of its ewe having borne a name ap- 
proaching in sound to Dimcachan. 

LastijT, I think it can be shown that Scone was known 
as a xqyal citj before the leign €£ Kenneth. Fordun, 
in his account of the coronation of Alexander IIL, states 
that Soone bad been constituted by ancient kings the 
" sedes superior" or principal seat of Scotland ; and in ac- 
cordauce with this statement we find I\Ialcolm IV., in his 
charter to the monastery of Scone confirming the grants of 
previous kings, stat^ that it was founded " in principali 
sede regni nostri.*** 

We find that the klnffs of Scotland were not only 
crowned at Scone, but held parliaments there. These par- 
liaments met on the Moot Hill of Scone. Thus Robert II. 
was crowned at Scone on the 26th day of March 1371, by 
the Bishop of St. Andrews, in presence of the prelates^ 
ear]s> baroms, and other nobles of Scotland, and ci a great 

' Alexander Mylne, who was a canon pesta laboranU.s, in tt*rri.s snis f ci Kains- 

of Donkeld, and dlwl in 151ft, namt-ss tin's de CuiX'tli, visitavit [ciiiscoiuis], et 

the following in his Lives of the Bishopa sacramenta eccltsiastioi eis runiiatrari 

flf Dniikdil dfk 40-48) : — ** In muio fedt ; altera Ten> die eqaam Mk Imm- 

domini miUesimo quingentcaimo, sittis- dictam, in qua lavavit os Bmti Columbae 

Kotm icgBATit peatifl, per totum regnum ct cnm cancfillario eis ad biheadura 

Seotte, et nt flnmi fotor, dvltes Don* ndmt, qou miilti iMi|faBlM eani Cwti 

ki-Mini.iis illa'sa, nicriti.s divi patroni sODt** 
Columbffi a contogione pesUfera semper 

penBuiitt qQMdaaiqiie * CkafUdurjf Setmt, ^ S. 
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multdtude of the people ; and on the following day couvened 
the {ttelatesy earls, barons, and nobles before liim, ' the king 
sitting, as use is, in tlie royal seat, upon the Mount of Scone;'^ 
and on the 18th of March 1390, Robert III. held a parlia- 
ment at Scone, 'upon the Mount of Scone, on tiie north side 
of the monastery beyond the cemeteiy.'* 

The parliaments held at Scone consisted of what were 
called the two Estates of Scotland — tub. the barons and the 
higher deigy. Thus^ in a parliament held at Scone in 1303, 
the expression is "congregatis et comparentibus prelatis et 
proceribns regni ; " and of another hdd at Scone in 1285, 
Wynton says : — 

Alfttandw th« Hhtfi onn kiqg 
Q«ct niflk «t Soone a gret gidiyug, 

The aextene day eftyr Pa«ce, 
Qnliaix than the atatb gMlnyd wa«.« 

' Rcge sedcuto in Sede Rcpa sujx r of Fute, now at "Wi .^t minster ; (2) a stone 
nootem da Soone nt est mom. — AU duur in which it would aoem the Stome of 
Fart. SeeLt p. 181. Thla ** Sadw Sb^*' Kite mi placed when kingi w«ie to he 



mustnotbeconf u: ;filwithtiieatoneB««t iiuiugtuated," bnt then seems no ground 

which was used at the coronation only, for this anpposition. The " Scdes Kegalis" 

and was kept in the Abbey Church, to is mentioned after the stone was remoTed. 

which tlio luiiiie of *' (.'utlicilra" is always It never bears the name jimp* to the 

apili' 1 The royal seat here refcmd to lattiT of " f'LiihtNlra." Thi rc is nothing 

was placed on the Moot iiiU, and used to shew tliat it was of stone, and it seems 

whan theUagpiteidedatapailieiiieiitoir tohavebeenflMtbieneeairUditiMkiiig 

court of jnstico. Tt was on this sf-at on ufnially snt when prpsrtlinp over his noMrs, 

the Moot MiU that itobert limce was while the fatal stone is by its legends in- 

eromied in 1SO0, ^IneedepoaitiuiegKli," delibly eonoected with the inangaiatieB 

ftftt-r tht" seat culled the "Cathedra," or of the ncw king only, 
stone had been rcmoTv<i to England." — ' Apad Seonani Sancti Andne dio- 

Foidtui a Heame, vol. iv. p. 907. ocaia raper montem ex parte boNali i 



Dr. Joseph Robertson adds, "that there terii ejusdem extra qnnytaiiiin. — j(d 
appeaia aome reaaon to auppoae that there Purl. Seot.^ p. 214. 
were two atoneaatSeone— (l) The Stone * Wjntoim'a Cftivn. B. VIJ. e. x. 
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In 1209 King William the Lion lield an assembly of 
tiie pielates, eails, batons, and freeholdecs at Scone, in which 

it was ordained * that the holy Scottish Church, the holy re- 
ligion, and entire clergy, should be maintained, with all 
their rights, liberties, and privileges, in quiet peace, and 
always under royal protection,'^ Now the iissemlily recorded 
in the Pictish Chronicle in 906 was obviouiily of this nature. 
It was held on tiic Mount of Belief, near the Roval City of 
Scone, and there Constantine the King, and Cellach, Bishop 
of St. Andrews, issued an ordinance for the preservation 
of the laws, faith» discipline, and rights of the Church.' 
We can here recognise a national assembly held upon the 
Moot Ilill of Scone exactly similar to that held by King 
William the Lion. This Dr. Joseph Robertson soema to 
have legaided as the earliest mention of Scone as the 
" aedes prindpeJis legni bnt it is not so, for Flann of 
Bute, in hb Synchronisms of the Eings^ written in the zcign 
of Malcolm IL, and therefore very litde later tiian the 
Fictish Chronicle, states of Kenneth nacAlpin tiiat he was 
the first of the Scots who acquired the kingdom of Scone.** 
By lliis erpreasion the kingdom of the Picts is meant, and 

* SUtait Kex WilleLauuapud Sconam Cellachiu cpucopus, l^ea duicipliiuisque 
da oommaiii oooaUio et ddibandone pm- fidei atqiu jon eodedamm eruigeUor- 

latonim comifinn ct baronnin nc lihere lunrjuf, pariter cum Srotlis, in lollc 
teuentiQia %uod eccleaia taocta Scotiouift credtilltstis prope reg»li ciTitati Scoan 
«t auieto rdigio «t univnmi dmis in dtvomurt eutodiri. — CSItdn. fkb mud 

suis Jurilms libertstibus ac {irivilfgiis oni- iSSsoCi^ pi, 9. 
nibus III anil teneatur in quiete pace et 

■nni>er sub protectione regia. — AtL ntrt. * CbiMt lluwASpiD in eet lig hro gnh 

Scot., p. 60. Higbe Sgoinde do GdAdiilk — C3kr«k 

' Ac in VI. anno CoaatMituiat B«x «t Pidt and ScoU, p. SI. 
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the DBme of the capital is used for tiiat of the kingdom, just 
as the Irish annalists use 'tiie exprfiflsiOD of the Singdom of 
Tara for the Eiagdom of Ixdand. This passage shaw% that 
when Kenneth conquered the Picts, Scone was the capital 
of the Pictiflh kmgdom. 

But^ farther, Tighemac, who wrote in the same century, 
records in 728 ' an unfortunate hatHe between the Picardach 
or Picts, at Caislen Credi, and the victory was against Alpin 
(King of the Picts), and liis tcrritoricti and all liis men were 
taken, and Ncctan, »<>u of Deiili, obtained the kingdom of 
the Picts,' ^ The Amiak of Ukter, in recording the same event, 
uses the expression "juxta Castellum Credi."* Tlie word 
Caislen is the Irisli for " Castelhmi," and Credi is the Iri^h 
form of " credulitaa" or helief. This was therefore the " CJollis 
Otedulitatis/' or Mount of Belief, at Scone, and here also the 
taking of Scone implied that the conqueioia obtained the 
kingdom of the Picts, showing that Scone was still ^e 
" sedes principalis" of the kingdom of the Picts in 728, 
that is, ^ century earlier, and that the Moot Hill then bore 
the name of " the Mount of Belie£" 

The Pictish Chnmide, in recording the assembly in 906, 
has the remarkable expression, '£nnn this day the hill 
merited its name — 'sivLy the Mount of BeEe£'* This does 

* Cath troadh itir PicanUchBibli m (Pictoms) gc^tnnt est juxt« Castellum 
Caislen Cndhi ocus ro nub.iigh ar in Credi nbi Elpinios effqgit — CKrM. AM» 

Alpin rotnA nnis m iM-amdh a oii> rH iis OtlA Scott, p> US, 
a duiue de aile, ocus ro gab iScchtain 

nMcDorili Bi^ m nouiMieh.—(aavit. * Ab laocdie eollta hoc surait noman, 

PSeltand Scots, 'p. 75. id est, rollit Cl«lll1it»tili— Ctrmi. fklt 

* Bellum lacriinnbile int^r pomiem and Siots, p. 9. 
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not imply that tiie name was then &nA applied to the hiU, 
bat that it was peculiailj appropriate to a hill on whidi 
an aasembly waa held tegulatiiig the faitii, diadpline, and 
rights of tibe church ; and it is remarkable that a similar 

assembly affecting the eliun li appears to have been held by 
the same Nectan, son of Derili, not long before the Moot 
Hill first appears under the name of the Castle of Belief. 
Bede tells us that in 710 this Nectan, king of the Picts, 
renounced tlic error in wliieli he aiifl his nntion \mi till 
then been lield in relation to observances of Easter, and 
sent messengers to Ceolfrid, Abbot of Jarrow, requesting 
him to write him a letter containing argmnents by which 
he might convince those opposed to him, as well as to send 
him architects to build a church after the Roman manner, pvo- 
mising to dedicate it to St Peter. The abbot sends the ktteis 
and the architects^; and Bede teUa us that 'when it was read 
in presence of Nectan and many of his most learned men, 
and intetpieted to him, he rose from among his nobles who 
sat about him, and declared tiiat he would always observe the 
true Easter widi his nation. A decree waa accordingly sent 
by public command through all the province of tiie Picts.'* 
The expressions in this passage leave litde room to doubt 
that we have here an assembly precisely similar to those in 

* Bed» Bb. Be. Jin., B. V. e. SI. d« medio opttastnm 

genu* flecteret in terrani, Dou ^atia.sageni^ 

' H«c epistok cum pneseBto rtgp qnod tal« mnmucalum dc terra Anglonim 

Naitonc^ mnltuqae Tins docttoribof MMt mereretar aedpere. . . . Statimnam- 

Itetft, ac diligentcr ab hia qui intelUgere qne jasau publico mittebantnr ad Imi* 

poterant, in linguam ejus proiiriam iiit<T- s^ribendum, disr t niliim, obserTandam, per 

preiata, multum dc ejus exhortatione ujuversas Pictorum provinciaa circuli Pas- 

gftfbai MM pnUbetiir ; ite «t tamgm dw dcoennofniiilM. 
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906 and in 1209 — ^theldngin the midst of Mb nobles, with 
liis cleigy, iaBuing a decree legukting the fidth and rites of 
the chinch ; and tiieie is every probabilily that it likewise took 
pkce an die Moot Hill of Scone, and that it then leoeived the 
name of the Mount of Belief, — a name which we find applied 
to it witliin but a few yeum after the date of this transaction. 
Nectiiu apptiiiri also to have fouuded the church at Scone/ 
In 717, in consequence of liia adoption of the Rxjman 
naages, Nectaii expela the Columbian clergy beyoiitl Drum- 
albau, the mountain range which at that time Bcparated the 
provinces of tlie Piets from Dalriada,* and in 724 he abdi- 
cates tlic throne and becomes himself an ecclesiastic, ' retiring 
probably to the church he had founded at Seone. His suo- 
Bcssor in the Pi^tish is DruBt, and by him Nectan is seized 
and bound in 726. In the same year Druat is expelled by 
Alpin,* and two yeais after is in torn driven out by Nectan 

' Tliu appears from the Legend of St. Ceolfrid, which NecUn promiaed to dedi- 

BoniXsce, who u aaid to b»T« been a mia- cate to 8t Peter ; but when Alexander II. 

doiMiy to the Piets, and to hxn eon* conTeystheChtirchof Scone to the Canons 

verted them and thfir king Nectaniua to of St Aagostine, it is described as " ec- 

Christianity. This is obvioualy the same clesiam in hononm Saiicf.T Trinitatis 

transaction, and bjr tlie conversion of the dedicat&m quje e&t iu Scona. " This, there* 

Picts and their Idag, the rejection of fore, appears to hav« been the f^^ m ««• 

the Columban vaagen aii'I the adoptioil of vejed to St Boili&o«> *'in »M*i"ii>« SMkCte 

the Roman are really meant Trinitatis." 

Nectan meeli the tnissionariei at Bee* j -,7 v,^i.:„r„„ i r ^ j 

^ ^. , . _^ , . . , ' <17. liXpnlsio faroiUo le trans dorsum 

tinoth, » co^v^rtec^ ; and it « added B^tannie, a NecUno «ge.-TML ap^ 

-^RexveroipsommvirorTimUme^^^ PieU and S^oU, V 7*- 

Trinitatis Vtmto Ronifario tra-liait - t il Ti- * (^ericatum [NJechUin rpgis Pic- 

berauit" {Chron. I'ktt and ScoU, p. 428.) Druxst post eum ngtoL—^lind.) 

Reitinoth, Iwrnver, ma dedicated to 8t * 711 Keobtaln mae Deril! «saiwtrin* 

Peter, arifl not ti> t?)p Trinity; and there gitnr apOd Draist regem. Droilt da 

ia little reason to doubt that it waa the regno Pictoram ^toa et £lphiD pro co 

chnrch bnilt by the arehitectB aeDt by ngatA.—{Ibid.) 
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who, in &6 batde near the Moot Hill of Scone, teooven 
his kingdom and territories, and his death ia reeoided in 

732.' 

The events of Neetan's reiij^n, therefore, appear all to 
centre upou Scone, inu\ from his reign at least, if not from 
a much earlier period in the Pictisli monarchy," it was 
the " sedes principalis regni," where the assemblies of tiio 
nation were held, and the possession of which placed 

^ 732. V«ehtMl mac DctOa SMirtnns sU-r, Tcamar or Tom ; in tliat rr<<m Tou- 
(/ aauglit^ Uinieacli ; and in that from Ulster, 

* This wn tin iNilief in Fordnn'* time. Tidlteanii. Tknwutlwwdesiirinoifwiit, 

In narrating the foundation of the monas- or chief seat, where t)ie Ardrigh, or fa- 

tery of Scone by Alexander I., he sajrs, pieme monarch, was inaqgarated. 
«« Qaun ftmdatam adiflcavit loco, quo Kow, of the nven (mvineea of wbieH 

gvaotiqillitaetamScotiqiiam Pictisedeia tlu^ Pictish kingdom WRB CODtNwed, tba 

regni primam constitnerunt " (Fordun a four southern— ri2. (1) Fortren, extending 

Heame, voL iL p. 441) ; and again, from Forth to Tay ; (2) Aifodla or Atholl ; 

" Fondata enim est, adifieata et dedi- (3) Angus and Meams ; and (4) Fife and 

cata, nt dietnm est, aptid Soonam, uVi Forthrpf, may Ifc siiid to meet in Cowrie ; 

antiqui reges, Cnithiuo primo Pictonim and in a charter by Malcolm IV. to the 

aedcm r^pii ALbanto ooostitttomiit** canoMof Sooner "in priadpali wde r<^i 

(trol. iii. p. 680V nostri fundata," he conveys to tlu m flie 

There is probably more resemblance Uthe " de quatnor maneriis meis de (.iou- 

tium at fint aiglit appears between tbe erin soilieet de Soon et de Cnbert et de 

ciriMimstanccs l)y which, nccoriling to tra- Forgnin<l i-t Straderdel." Scone is 

dition, Tara became the chief seat of Ire- separated from the first produce by the 

land, and these which gave Seone Che same Tay. Cnbert, or Cupar- Angus, at^oins 

ebaracter in Scotland. Angus. Forgnjnd, ni<w I.onjs'forgan, is 

Tara is in the proyince of Meath, and separated bgr the Tay from a parish in Fife 

aoeording to old tiaditioa this piroffnee bearing tbe sum fmne; aadSttaderdeler 

was formed by taking a portion from each Strathardcl stretehssalMlgtlMeaatboand- 

of the four provinces of Munster, Leinster, ary of Athol. 

Connaught, and Ulster, as mensal lands for I venture, therefore, to suggest that 

the support of the Irish monarchy. In Go wry was likewise formed as mensal 

carh of tln^ fnnr portions forming; the lands for Ih^ support nf rh>» rrnw n from 

province of Meath was a place where a*- four provinces, of which these four manors 

aemhUea wott held. In timt taken ftom teapeetiTely fianned a pstt, and that Scene 

Monster waaTkditia ; in that ihrniLein* was the '*8sdc« principalis." 

C 
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ito occupant at the bead of the Pictish people as their 
mon&ich* 

It was in this sense that Flann of Bute^ in recording 
the possession of the Pictish tbzone by Kenneth mac 
Alpii), a king of Scottish laoe, says that he 'obtained the 
kingdom of Scone.'* He is said hj GiralduB Cambrensis 

to have assembled the Pictish nobles to a banquet and cut 
them oS' by stratagem ; and tlie metrical Irisli cliroiiicle, 
termed the Prophecy of St. Berchaii, implies that this took 
place at Scone. 

By him are deceivf l in the East the ficire oOMf 
Hp shall dig in the earth, powerful the art, 
Dangeruus goad-blades, death, pillage, 
On the middle of Scone of hi^h ahielcU.? 

Fordun states that Donald, the brother and successor 
of Kenneth, died at Scone, the " sedes regia," or royal scat ;* 
bat there is a remarkable variety in the old chronicles as 
to the place of his death. The Pictish Chronicle, the oldest 
of them, says that he died in his palace of Cinnbelachair, 
QL Berchan, the next oldest authoiity, says — 

1 ConvorntoRiiue t&nquam ad convi- nun sociii* qiii(-(itmm tale timentes, statiin 

vinm niaguates I'ictonun cunctoa, captata trocidaveruut \uiiveao9. — Chron. PkU 

taDoIbiqiiampotucs«]niU«tiiigiiigite- tmd SeoU, 196. 

cionefoiBannimb et. opport^mtat. notata, , ^^j^ PU, omd Scot,, p. 84. Th. 
cUvorum extractjone ^ui tabulata tene- 

6c.Ul,.nt. inira decpula pophte t.nu«, ita p|e^ ^ ft^ toe • Boow piT tld«lIL»- 

quod se nullatenoa erigere posaeot^ com- ^ ' 

pt iin]itovi.s.->8, necabafruiiliiw ct •'•onfrdcr- * Apiid Smnnm vfro sedcm rcpiain.— 

atis auoqae beneficio confeodatis et bello- Foidnn a Mcame, vol i. p. 300. 
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Tlunee years to the king 

And thiM mohtlM ; who shaU iiiiub«r thaib 7 

On Loeh AdhUia ihall be lin gi»v«. 

He diet of dtMiM tocUaily. i 

A centuT}^ after, one of the later chronicles says he died 
at Rathmverainon, which is repeated in subsequent lists;' 
and the Chronicon Elegiacum confiims Fordun's account 
that he died at Scone,^ 

These names, however, can all be referred to localities 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Scone. One of the great 
militaiy ways constructed by the Romans leads from the 
Roman station at Strageath, in Stratbeme^ to the Tay, at 
the mouth of the Amond, where there are tiie ramains of 
another Roman, station. There is here a fi>rd on the Tay 
called Derder^s Ford, and above it the lemaina of an old 
biidge. The Roman road is oontumed on the opposite 
side of the riyer, through a Roman camp called Grassy 
Walls ; and on the bank of the river, between it and the 
roedy are the remains of a small fort^ laid down on tiie 
OidnanGe map nnder the name of Gold Castile, but generally 
known as Silver Castle. This military way crosses the 
river al)Out half-a-mile north of Scone ; and between it 
and Scone there appears to liave been formerly a small 
lake, the situation of which is indicated by a farm termed 
Lochtown. Now the word Bdach is an old Irish word 
originally applied to any leading road or highway, and 

• Chrm. Pida and Scoh, p. 85. * Qui Stonf frrtur t^ubditut CMS llCci. 

• Mortulu c«t in Bathinaenunon. — — Ckron, Piei.t ami .SeoU, p. 178. 
CftfUM. PkH Mrf SeeU, pp. 181 and 174. 
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ID the modern form of Bealach to a mountain-pass; 
and oir means gold. Tlir> name of B^adtoir theiefoie, 
to be connected witli this miHtarjr way, and the palace at 
Cinnbelaohoir to have been at no great distance from it* 
RiMnveramon means the Sath or fort at the mouth of the 
Amond, and clearly refers to the Roman station tiiere. 
Adhbha means a palace, and Loch Adhbha tiie loch of the 
palace; and in its corrupted form of Loeheye it ia laid 
down in the Ordnance map between Soone and tiie Boman 
road. These places probably all belonged to the defences 
and possessions of that central seat of the monarchy known 
generally by the name of Scone. 

Grig, the fourth king in succession from Kenneth . 
termed by tlie Pictish Chronicle, Ciiicius, and elaborated 
by Fordun into Gregorius, is said by him to have been 
solemnly crowned at Scone ;^ and, imniediutcly after, to 
hnYc reguhit(Ml the stat^ of the church by freeing it from 
the servitude to which it had been subjected under the 
Picts.* The precise import of what he did is not very 
dear ; but Fordun is corroborated by older authority, and 

* The mme of Belachoir only ocean first mentioaed likewise under the name 

ill one other document — the Life of of Cindri^mioimigh. — Ibid, |k 7S. 

Cadrin — wlicii' it ia mentioned <u the last » M»mh vcro Gregorios, cum n^i 

of wliut a|>i»cars to be n series of ecclesitus- regimen, pluribus m^orum annaentibus, 

tical fooDdatioiu by the Soots, the inime- optinniMet, Scon* ■olemoiteroonHMtiie est 

diately preceding fotiiulation In ing Rig- Fordtin a Hrnrnr, rol. ii. p. 310. 

mont io St Andrews. " Rigmonath 'Hie primus dedit Ubertatero Ecciesie 

qnoqne Benetter vibea^ •aepiraenlpoaftMii Sootieane que inb semtnte emt wqiw ed 

pi'trntcs, posscfwim virf>mnt." — CJiron. illnd tempus ex consuetudine (t more 

Pitts and Scots, 108. St, Andrews ia Pictonuo. — Chrtm, Piet» and Scots, pp. 

151, 174. 
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it seemB to point to an assembly held at Scone similar to 
those akeady refened to. 

In tibe idgn of Oonstantine, not many yeais after 
took placei in 906, the meeting between the King and the 
Bishop of St. Andrews, when the rights and laws of the 
church were again regulated on the Mount of Belief near 
the royal city of Scone.' 

Constantine mac (Men, who sdzed the throne towards 
the end of the same centuiy, is said by Fordun to have 
invaded the " scdcs regia " or royal tieul, aud tu liavu placed 
the crown upon Li.s head there ;* and that he took possession 
of Scone is corroborated by iSt. Berchan, who siiys — 

Woe to Albaa throiigli his dioirt time. 

Men will be £Mlile around him 

In ike land of Scone of eonnding diielda.* 

\'>y tlic cluonicles of the twelfth ceutnr}' he i^s saul i<» 
have been slain at Rathiitveratmu, or the ftirt at tlie 
mouth of the Amond, which is thus again connected with 
Scone.* 

On the legend naii-ated by Fordun, that Malcolm the 
Second bestowed the whole of the tenitory of Scotland, 
which had hitherto ''htu piiscorum" remained in tJic proper 
possession of the crown, in grants to the barons and knights, 

* Baaanlaa^ Ik S9. proceniui anaitaitllnu, capiti ^tupiio 

* OautntiDiis Odro, SUiib CMlwiii, ^^^^ coronam impomit.— F«nL • Heamr, 

de quo supcriua fit nicm io. duct us sec urn 

<1U08 habuit CuitOTea, public* conatitucione * Ckran. Fids and iSeols, p. &7. 
detpecU, acdeai inruit r<^nm ct p«ucia * lUd. pp. 151, 174, etc. 
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retaining only the Moot Hill of Scone/ probably little de- 
pendence can be placed ; it has ^moie the aspect of a legal 
fiction than of a tradition.* 

Fordun, however, after narrating that Malcolm Can- 
mor had, with the assbtaui-e of Eihvard, Eail of Northum- 
berland, defeated Macbeth, driven him across the ^[ounth, 
and slain him at Lnmfanan, adds that the adherents of 
Macbeth took his relation Lulach to Scone, and having 
placed him in the royal seat, declared him king.' After 
four months, however, he too was slain, and Malcolm 
Canmor, having prostrated all his enemies, was himself, in 
presence of the magnates of the kingdom, placed in the 
royal throne at Soone, and solemnly crowned.* 

' Nichil indc |ioe«denduin sibi rc- regni Baronet, aUiijue suUUti ibt coiu- 

tbndt) pneter n^gise aedis ScowB moati' pu«ntM^ Tel eonrnxxtH regis omub, tsI «d 

cnliiiD. Fflfd. a Hohh^ il. S6S. comitia publics, vol ad causaa n^'ntlnA et 

dioendas, coram rc^ in osam quaai 

' The sporioiu laws of Malcolm ICm- enmiiliim et moatimilQm Moftrobuit*' ' ' 

kcnncth begin wltli the following —Rtf, Mag, U97» p. 1. 

1 . Dominiui mx. Malcolfflus dedit, et dis- 

tribuit totam tamm rqgiii Scotia^ * SoUto aaasqiie post nioitem HmIi' 
hominnms stiis. nhei, convr-nerant i|uitlam ex rjus pnren- 

2. £t aibU sibi retinait in int>priet«tc, tela acvlcria bigusmodi fautores, mum 

placiti in villa de Scona. fatuuiu, a.! Rconam dnrcntea, et impositnm 

To which Sir John Skene adds the sede r^ali rcgem constituunt Fotd. a 

foUowing note; — Hmrm^ U. 808b 

' ' }fonUm placit i. !Jron tern sou lomiin 

intelligit, obi ^acita, vol curin tefguOf de * ProsUatia ubique ctinctis bostibus^ 

phoitit «t qwrdia tabditoniiii admt id turn dednctis pocem, idem nepe- 

tanMiL Ubi Baronc* comimmat et dictoi Ualoolmu, apud Sconam, prtesen- 

lioniagium oc alia servitia Rcgi dcbita, tibns regni majoribtu, in tbrono regali 

offeiant [the mute hill of Scone]. £t positus est, ct in omnium Scotorumgloriam 

▼nigob mnmU Una vocatur ; quia w timB et honoreni, eodon Aprili mcnse^ die wneti 

m«la <| oongmri* eindificator ; qnaai Ituci oonnataik— iWri. p. 899. 
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St. Bercban implies in his obscure language, purposely 
veiled to preserve tlie fiction of a prophecy, that Mac- 
beth had been attacked and defeated at Scone : — 

" Twenty years and ten years 
Over Alben the sovereign reigned ; 
On the middle of Scono, it will vomit Mood, 
The evening of a night in moeh eontentioii." * 

Although Malcolm Canmcnr wis crowned at Scone, it 
appeals in his xeign to have ceased to be the orduaiy 
fesidenee of the kingjL The towns which had been risuDg 
in importance in other ports of Scotland gcadnaUy became 
both the occasional residence of ike monaieh, and the place 
where his courts end the assemblies of the nation were 
held; and the nnmenms monastesies finmded hj Malcolm 
and the kings of his race were frequently selected as the 
places where their court was firom time to time held. 
Duufermline, where Malcolm founded a monastery, was 
frequently his residence ; and here he liimaelf, and hm suc- 
cessore on the throne, were buried The " Castrum puel- 
larum," or E<lijil>urgi) Castle, alao appears as a royal 
residence in his reign. Edgar, his suecessor, died at 
Dundee ; and though Alexander I. founded a monastery at 
Scone in 1115, and his charter, which is granted with the 
consent of his queen, two bishops, and six earls^ implies that 
a coxmcil had probably been held at Scone, of the three 
other charters he granted to the monastery, one is dated at 
Stirling; another at Perth, and the third only at Scone. 

' Ohnn. fkUmdSwIi^ p. IDS. 
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During the reign of David I. we find Uttle mention of 
Scone. Under his auspices feiulcili^tii w as rapidly acquiring 
predominance in Scotland, and its social state and institu- 
tions wen; Ijet'tniiin;^ assimilated to feudal forms and ideas, 
while the old Celtic element in her constitutional history 
was gradually retiring into the baekgronnd. The reign of 
David L is the true comraencemcnt of Feudal Scotland and 
the termination of Celtic Scotiaad ; and with it» to a great 
extent, the old traditionary position of Scone, ajs the scene 
of her national aeaemblies, and the seat of the royal courts 
became lesB prominent^ although the kings were still 
anxiouB not to endanger the traditionaiy title of the 
monarchy by dispensing altogether with the Cdtie element 
in their inauguration, and continued to be crowned, and 
oocadonally to hold parliamentB, there. 

Fordun nanates that on the death of Dayld I. the people 
took his grandson Malcohn, a boy in his thirteenth year, 
and constitttted him king at Scone, in room of his grand* 
father.' This passage is taken by him from John of 
Hexham, a contemporary authority, and is therefore aiitlien- 
tic. The only assembly which is recorded to have been 
held in the reign of Malcolm was summoned to meet at 
Pexth,^ and the charter granted by him to Scone, in which 

* TAllens quoquc omiiu popoliu 693. John of Hexlutn adds the cxprmioo, 

eolinuni, xmenim tmlecuii aDUoruni, iili- "Sicut consuetmln illius nationis cot," 

um Hcnrit'i romitis Northanibriet ct which is omitted by FotduiL— -/VMry 

Huotiogdonia?, litii ipsins rpgi« David, pt ffrxham, i. 1 70. 
«pad Soonmi conBtituonint regcm pro 

D«Tid ATomo. Fordnn* Hearncv vol. iii. * Fordon » Hcwne, iii. p. 690. 
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it is said to be tlie " principalis scdes regni," is dated at 
•Stirling. On Malcolm's death, Fordim teUa us that the 
prelates and nobles met at Scone and declared his brother 
William to be king, and that he was blessed by the Bishop 
of St. Audrewflb ^d inaugurated in the royal chair^ The 
tEaoes of the aasemhlies of the estates and the xneetxDg^ of 
the "curia regis" now became much more frequent Out of 
twenty-four sucli assemblies which are recorded, only one 
was held at Scone, but that was the meeting in 1209 of the 
''commune consilium legni/' at which yaiious laws were 
passed, and the rights and pri^ilegea of the church guaian- 
teed.* In the coronation of Alexander the Second, we have 
the first distinct intimation of the seven earb of Soothmd 
taking a part in the ceremony, for we are told by Fordun 
that on the day after the death of William the Lion, the 
\']:\v\:i of Fife, Strathemc, AthoU, Augiis, Menteth, BucLdii, 
and Lothian, with the Bishop of St. Andrews, took Ins son 
Alexander, a youth of sixteen and a half years old, to Scone, 
and there sol oninly inaugurated himasking — Alexander hold- 
ing high festival at Scone on that and the succeeding day ;^ 

* Vom, post Malcolmi ttffB obitom, ngem benedicitur, at^ua r^li catliedn 

MOTeneniBt KpxA Soooun preUd Seodw, sublimatur. Fordnn a Heune, iiL 702. 
i'unctit{u>- pnx^res, ejusdem gemaai 

Wilklini inaiidaiito pnecepto, tunc rogni * Act, I\*rL ScU. p. 69. 
ciuitodes, quern ibidem imaaimea in re^m 

ofgnnt. I|^tar ia vfgOii lutalis Doinbii, ' iDflmtuo quoque post regis obitum 

die viz. xv. po«t r»»p{«t mnrtpm, !'1<*m wimmo mane, episcofnt Glasgwfiisi 

W ilUlm na, AOticnB Dei, ieo justiciffi, Waltero, electo de Roaaa lUiberto, iiegina, 

fHuc0S* pMuv • Bictfdo «(ifoopo SmwU Wflldno d« BomIw CMmllario, plerisqae 
AiulTC«,et«liiioflidoeodUttTmtibti% im fMnaUritwcBm corpora wya daftmctl re- 
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but of fifteen iissemblies recorded to have been held in hia 
leign only one met at Scone.^ 

Fordun's graphic account of the coronation of Alexander 
the Tbiid has alieady been given. There are notices of 
fifteen assemblies in his idgn, but only two were held at 
Scone ; both, however, of great national importance. The 
fiist was the meetiiig of the Estates in 1283 for the settle- 
ment of tile successlfm to the thione in hnmi of tiie Maiden 
of Norway; and tibe ot^ held in 1285» when "the States 
gadiyd was."* 

John Baliel held an assembly at 8oone after his corona- 
tioQ in 1292|' which is the £zst to which the name of 
Parliament is distinctly given, and in 1296 the ooranadon- 
stone was lemored to Westminster. 

Such is a rapid sketch of the part which Scone appears 
to have played, and the position which it occnj)ied, in the 
constitutional history of Scotland, for at least six out of the 
eight centuries during Avliioli, according to Blind Harry, the 
fatal stone was preserved there prior to its removal to Eng- 
land in 1296. 

maneotibtu, de Fife, de Stratherne, de contradicente. R«x Alexander apod Scoa* 
Atbolia, de Angoaia, de Meatetb, de am eo die, feria scilicet aexta, et tab* 
Bnchan, de Laodonia comitea, aiur enm htto scqmuti, festo scilicet Sancti Ni- 
episoopo Sancti Amiri a- Willelmo, filimn cholai, nflenoii et imminenti Dominica* 
regis Alexandrum, XVI. ft st-mi.s annonim fcstivitiitem miam t( nuit Ixmoririce skut 
adolescentem, assuni{i»:raut, et oieciuu decuit. J^'onL a lieame, vol. iii. 739. 
usque ad Sconam addaccntca, BOUiaihu i yg,^ 
et gloriiHius, t«m lionorificf quam paci- 

fice, (imm eo osq^ue quist^uam, et secun- * Btri, Sett, p, 82 ; Wyntmin, 

domDeomrthoiniiMaliiwijeiBMliIbiutm f^i^"^'^^^ 

Mtt omaiW ooagntnhatilNtt ct nflnniM ' Aet, ArL Seet. p. 19. 
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The oozonatioD stone is described I17 Ftofesaor BsniBsy 
as oonfflsting ''of a duU reddish or pniplish sandstoiie, with 
a few stnaiU imbedded pebbles. One of which is of quartz and 
two others of a dark material, which may be Lydian stone. 
The rock is calcazeoas, and is of the kind that masons would 
call freestone.''^ 

The country around Scone is also formed of old red sand- 
stone. It is thus described in the Statistical Account — " For 
several miles along the course of the Annaty burn the out- 
crop has been laid bare by the stream, and exhibits well- 
defined sections of the deposit. It is one of the lower 
members of the old red sandstone formation, which abounds 
in this part of the country. There is little variety in the 
aspect or structure of the rock, except that here and there 
a bed of lighter or darker colonr, moxe or less abounding 
in comminuted scales of mica» occasions slight apparent 
variations." * 

The conclusion I have therefore come to ia, that th^ 
was no connection between the stone at Scone and the Ida 
FaU at Tara» and that the l^;ends of tiieir wanderings^ like 
those of the tribes with whom they are associated, are no- 
thing but myth and fieible. 

It was the custom of Celtic tribes to inaugurate their 
kings upon a sacred sbam supposed to symbolise the mon- 
archy. The Irish kings were inaugurated on the Lia Fail, 

' Dwa St&oky's MemoriaU of West' tiuguiahed geologist Mr. Archibald Gcikk, 
siAuKr AUtv, p. 4«9, Appendix. 1m% at n7 i«q«st. Undly eumimd Itw 

tttone, anil his nrrount of it wiO be fimnd 
* Stat. Ac, Tol. X. p. 1044. The du- in the Appendix, p. 50. 
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which never was anywhere l)iit at Tarn, the " sedes princi- 
palis" of Ireland ; and the kings in Scotland, iimt of the 
Pictish monarchy, and afterwards of the Scottish king- 
doms which succeeded it, were inaugurated on this stone, 
which never was anywhere but at Scone, the " sedes piin- 
cipalis" both of the Pictbh and of the Scottish kingdoma 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE CORONATION OF 



ALEXANDER ill. 



Afl usn m FosDini m 138ft. 

1%$ fKtu^ftt tttiUti hfi Stmt tM priittti 

AiMXAXDmwL, inmdkti Mgis Aloaiif 
4ii Utini, 



cum mnltitiidiiie comitotn, 
baronum et militum, puer flat is aii- 
norum octo, venit ad Sconaiu die 
Martis proximo aeqaenti, aeilioet iii 
Idus Julii. Interfuerunt it vnn- veTi«»- 
rabiles patres, David de Ikrnham epis- 
«apa» Sancti Andme, et Galfridas 
episcopua Dtinkeldcnsis, vir tain cli rn 
quam popolo in multis gracioeiu, in 
tMiipondibM«t8iiiliitiia)ibia«a^^ 

i}t/{ uinnihim tarn ini't/>iafi7>ii.t quam 
pauptribuf amabitan, maU/actorilm 
«er» M itmMm eMiMat Interfkit 
etiam ibidftn Abbot rJuMlfin monofterii 
SconeKu*. £t eoce statim postquam 
tengnffA ib«Miit, orfai «at inter mag- 
nates di*coiisio. Qiiidani enim illonim 
illo di« non regem eed militMn faccre 
^nenni^ dkentes, quia diM Egip- 
ciacus e«t ; et hoc, non propter dit m 
]E!gipoiAciiiD, dictam es^ Nd qui* Do* 
nrfntu Alanoa Dorwatt, tooni tone 
Scocue justiciAriuR, ipamnwditdDgH* 
▼oloH gladto militaii. 



As AunBiD n Bmnn at 1447. 

n»fauage» inirri^AaUd by Bmttiom 
frinUd in Ilalict, 

Fonm iititu ngii Alenadri, Alex- 
ander 7)om(W, eidtm in r^m tuccemt. 
Dt quo jfoUtt vm/eari fuod senptum 
at: mortUHt ett pater ittiut, et quati 
non ett mortuut ; titnitmi cnua tibi 
reliquit pott »e. In vita tua ridil, et 
latatut ett in ilh, et in obitu tuo, non 
ett contrittatut, nec confutut est coram 
iiiiiHi'cU : rdiijuit coira il' fensorem 
domm contra inimicot, et amicit red- 
denitm grm tiam . Mae tBi J/ie pott 
nortrw pii j^ntrit, cum multttiidine 
pratuhm, pratlatonm Comitum, Baro- 
nvm et militam,p<ierAlexaiider,Mti>tii 
annorum octo r^ffifxifuf, venit ad 
i^nam die Martis proximo eequenti, 
teitio Mil. IdiM JidiL lateifaierant 
antem inter ceteron David di Banhame 
epiacopus Sancti Andreaay «t Qalfiridoa 
thinkeldenais adhwf tctpu, 
vir tain clem quam popnlo f;™tio«UB ; 
in tempoialibuB et ^iritualibua solid- 
to* aatii ent Et eoce, etitini poat- 
quani cAnj.tf-gafi fuerfuit, orta t-st di»- 
t>entio inter uiagiialk%<4. Quidam eaim 
illomm, illo die, non regem, led mill- 
tern, facoiv volaemnt, dicentes, quia 
die* J%}-ptiaca8 &it ; et hoc non pro^ 
ter tlf«m iEgyptiacont dietwn nd 
quia Dominujs Alanns Durward regni 
justiciAzioiy tt tmfnum /Uit nUiiite 
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Quibus tupponentihut, vir providua in 
consilio et perspicaua Dominiu Wal- 
tenu Oonqm, Oim«s de Moitetli, 
mpoiidii, dkeni, m vidiMe R^em 



consecratuiu non tamen militem, sed 
qui Don liuniiit miUtM ; 



Et addidlt inquiens, quod regio sine 
rege }>rocul dubio quasi navis est in 
medus maris fluctibus sine remige, wn 
rectore. Diligebat enim semper 
rcgem pia nuntorite Alexaodrum jam 
d^Dctun, Md et Irane eeiaia propter 

IdkqiM quuiifiidtti potnit ipstun 

pnerum in regem sublimnn? proposuit, 
quia differe paiatis acmper nncet 



re/mtahu, rcgem ipso die cupiebat in- 
fiprifc pladio militari. Cum if/itnr 
hinc intU magna Jieret alUrcatto, et 
vm^nattm qvmi ad porta AumtftHOMi 
«</Hiro/<o,virprovidu8 con9ilio,Ptrcnnii8 
miles Walterus Comjn, forta satU 
tmimOfpartei td eoncordiam prxtdniUr 
Jlectrre tunc safiyit, diccns ne hahfrr 
debere vocem in confilw, quia ipft come* 
de MetMA txpmmtia fhira prmide^ 
Ikjf : vnil-' libera voce protettatut est »e 
ridiase rcgem oouMciatum, uoudum 
tameDmiliiem; aed et tupSnu ftvdiflM, 
ac pro Cf-rto eognovitte rrge-^ cnnr^ecratos, 
qui nunquom ceremotxiaUter ordiite 
milHari indguireutor : hoc lomm ad- 
Jito, tjKoiJ '■•> ipso quod rex o>ro)Hti(iji 
awreit milUaribut decoratttr, *ieut tctj^- 
tntm et corona tignifcare atteelanhir; 
nmilitudiMm facietis aJ iJJud Drrrr- 
torum^ vit. " (juod et Jiliu* regit rex 
appdtari debeat, qmmvis regtiumnoH 
Aafcea/," a fortiori rex miles debeat cen- 
mri. Et addidit exempl^icaref dioens ; 
qnod Ncot luiTis inter floctas tnorinoe 
qnatitur sdne remige, sic rcgnum de»- 
tituitur sine rectore vel rege. Dilige- 
bat supra modum regem patrem jam 
defonctum ; iilium etiam non mdim 
propter patrem, etd et propter natU' 
ralem ad proprium dominum dilee- 
timaiL Ideo, quantooitiiM potuit, 
pnenim in rcgem Bubliraarc proposiilt, 
attendent periculum illud poeticum ; 

Etnoeetetooeoiteemperdfiflferepmtie. 

Et 

(^li non est fwdie, eras min us aptus eril, 
Cemie ig/itm ttMUdt partes ad unnm 
redwcrre, ne, «' non lites ch-n'n.^ tcpi- 
raitur, ira cretceret in odium, et trabem 
Ir^aherrt de feidom^ et emimat fiteent 

homicidat, ft pTC<frfS paricHhu. Tan- 
dem ad hoc utramque partem /exit, ut 
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CUffu* comUio dicti Epitcopi, et Aldtas, 

populut, una voce, tpgum in regtm 
trigtrt eonaeiuum pro^merunt et at' 



Et factum t?t, y(/'>/ earn k->c iJtm 
Comm WaUenu Vomipt audistetf et 
cmni$ dervt, adjungentei ds Oomites, 
scilicet Dominum Mah-'Jin'-ni Comikm 
de Fnf «t DominWH Maliaiuvi Cumi- 
im de JtowH Unw tt celeros jilxret 
nMie$f Alex€mdnm regem moxfutw- 
mm ad otnoem, in dmiterio ex iMute 
oritniili eodeaiaB KUa>tem,addxixeniiit, 
qocm ifaidim in wgali cathedra po«t- 
tura, panniB Bends auro textis 
ornata, epucopus Sancti Andrea et 
eeteri otwdjuTsntea in ttgsot, at 
(lecnit, confecrarunt ; ipso qiioqne rejr**, 
super cathednun rtigaleiu, ectlic«l, 
b]Mein, ledente, tub cnjiu pedibas 
coinites cetcrifjnc noV>ikr< sva rfsfi- 
menta coram iajtide eiircalis yenibut 
■hriMhmt Qfd IcyA in eodtm momw- 
terio reeeretiter oh rtgum Alba)u'(v mi- 
**racionm tervatur. A^ec tutpiam 
aUfuttrtffum tHSooM ngnatetMbat, 

niti niijir-r cuitth/n hiplihut rfjiiiin in 
accipiendum nomen priut tederet in 

Kt ecce, peractit tit^ufis., (^uiduui Scu- 



rw ah epiteopo Sa$uti Andrea, qui 
vfidum inunctimit regit impleretf 
iptum tHam in militem cvnsig' 
naret ; ad modum WHlelmi Rti/ regit 
AnfjlifT, rnititurthtts tiixi-jniti a Lan- 
fiiitiCu Cantatirur: arc/ncpiscvpo, et ab 
eodem coronati: pro quo vid4 lupra, 
lib, viLcop. .r.r.ri. ft infra ctiji. iv. Quod 
et factum eet David namque epiteopo 
de & Andrea iptwn coram magna^mt 
tfrr(rhaJth(rj m ifitaripr<ra'>ii/<'n (r, f/ Jiini 
ac vota, quee ad regem tpectantf priut 
LaiinSf jnmAm GaUiet ^ exponrnte, 
rex omnia benigne co/tcc'ftn^ ft ac- 
ceptant a dido epiteopOfbetitdictioium et 
wrddMtiemem libent ttAUt «t aimidt. 
Sicut ah anti'juilaU u^/ii>: ad ilia 
t&apora tnot regm indevii, pott toUm- 
ttdmem regim tcrtmaUmiit, praamUi 
cum comitHnu 



nigem ad cnicem, in cenieteriu ex 
parte aientali ecdedae atanteiu, ad- 
duzenint ; qunn iUdcm in celibedn 

regali positnm, pnnnifi jcricis nuro 
textis oruata, revem\ter tederr ftcerunt 



Ipso veio r^e super hanc catbedxani 
regalem la^deam eedente, eonmm 

hah&ntf in Cfrpifr, et tctptrum manv, 
purpuraque rtgia indmUi^ tolenniter 
pra te de m ttf rail e^jns pedibuB eomitee 

cctcriqnc nobiles tedilia tua^pni 
mone audiendo, coUocanttt: 



£t ecce aabito qiiidam Scotiu vene- 
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txxB mantanus nnte thromini f^ubito 
genudectenfl mAtema lingua regem in- 
diiMto oipite idatovit Ufa 8eatiei$ 
T»bis 



** BeoAch de Beidban Alexander mac 
Aleundcfr mae VlegiiaiM mac H«mi 

mac David" et sic pronanciando n-^un 
Sootorum geaealoigiAm usque in fineni 



rabilis eanitiei unfx, quamvit tilvetter 
et montauus, koactU (amen^ pro modulo 
MM, mdutm^ et ptUtio jeorbcAw w- 

opertuf, vinrosf mils genu flectens, 
materna lingua iegm,iQclinato ci^ite, 
nlutevit hiqunnodi TetUa aaik 

curialiter, dio Hs; 

" Beuach de Be Albaue Alexander mac 
Alexander mac Wilkun mac Henri 
mac Diwid :" ct sic, pronunciando re- 
gum Scotorum genealogiam, ua^oe in 
flnenijMrainiittt. 



11. 

LETTER &om Mr. Geikis. 

m JE&ifTN Strgkt, London, S.W. 
93d Apra 16«9. 

Dear Slr^ — This afternoon I have again Idokeil at tlie Coronation Stflne, 
Ajb 1 suspected, it really does not throw any certain light on its own histoiy. 
So fior « one can judge from the cztetnal BUT&oe, tins block of widBfanie 
may have been taken from almost nny of the red sandstone districtB of 
WMtem or eastern Scotland. It cannot have come &oia lona, I tUnk, unless 
we anppoee tiiat it bad pravioudy been carried thitiber ham llie tnainlaad — a 
«ippoeition which it« size and ordinary commonplace appearance seem to 
render unlikely. Hat does iu character riisemble that of tiie red sandstones 
of the north-weat Highlands, while it is equally unlike the untal nd aand- 
fltoaee of the south and south-east of Scotland. There are sandstones like it 
in the west of Argyleshire, and similar rocks abound in the southern half of 
Perthshire, in Forfarshire, and southward in the great Lowland valley. 
I do not see any evidence in the stone itself why it may not have been taken 
from the nei^lil^ourlinffil of Scone ; indeed, it perfectly resembles some of the 
sandstone of that district 

Aa a geologist I would say that the atone ia almost certainly of Scottiah 
origin ; that it has been quarried out of one of the sandstonp districts between 
the coast of Argyle and the mouths of tin- Tay and Forth, but that there is no 
clue in the atone itself to fix precisely its original source. 

TUa is all I can send yon on the mbject — ^Yoma wry truly, 

Arch. Obuuk. 
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